1001: Why does that map look different?
Maps can be found in their millions on the internet. This unit explores some maps
which represent the world in different ways, and the importance of knowing how to
understand them, and understand that not all maps are the same, and that they can
also be used to spread disinformation.
The map below shows the countries with the smallest ecological footprint, for example:

Source: Ben Hennig - CC licensed
Remember that maps are always used for a purpose, and can sometimes be
deliberately misleading. In other cases, there are disputed borders - not everyone
agrees where a country begins and ends, and this can lead to conflict.
Maps are very often about power: who has it and who wants it.
Current tensions about disputed territories show the importance of putting a border in
the ‘correct’ place.
Other mapping sources are available for specific purposes and maps are a vital tool for all
geographers of course.

Source: Ben Hennig - CC licensed
Worldmapper is a vital site to show students to understand the value of visualising
data in particular ways.
https://worldmapper.org/
I spoke to Ben Hennig about the maps that he creates for Worldmapper, and he told me
something about the process.
“In my everyday life it is probably inevitable to see, understand and judge everything that
happens through ‘geography-tinted’ glasses. Once a geographer, you will always stay one and
will find it hard to not utilise this way of thinking in your everyday life… Geospatial
technology is something I quite enjoy integrating into my normal life even when it is not about
research or teaching.”
Ben has also worked on maps for a range of publications including the ‘Geographical’
Magazine of the Royal Geographical Society.
Ben Hennig was also featured as one of the Royal Geographical Society’s Superheroes:
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/geography-superheroes/
Take a look at the map here:

Map of Internet usage (2015): https://worldmapper.org/maps/internet-usage-2015/
Source: Ben Hennig - CC licensed
Activity 18
Module 4 of the course that we have produced for D3 involves looking at mapping of
cities to help improve them and make them more sustainable.
Carry out a Google search for the city you might be planning to explore during your use
of the course modules. Include the name of the city and the word map.
E.g. Salzburg map
Explore the types of maps that are suggested in the first six rows of returns. These
include:
- Maps showing the location of the city within the country
- Maps showing the city and its immediate surroundings
- Maps showing the city within its region/county/canton/sub-region/department
- Maps of the city centre with key buildings/locations
- Specialist maps e.g. railway line, ski routes
- Maps showing the location of a specific place within the city or nearby e.g.
airport/football stadium
- Cartoon/illustrated maps
- Vintage/historical maps
- PNG images of the outline of the city/country
What maps are available for your own city or local area?
What types of maps are missing?

What maps would it be useful to have? Could you create these yourself? What would
you need to be able to do that?
Challenge
Challenge your students to find other maps in a similar vein.
Tools List
Tool to use

URL / location

How would you use it?

Worldmapper

https://worldmapper.org/

Maps to explore the world
in a different way.

ESRI ArcGIS Online

https://www.arcgis.com/inde
x.html

Free account needed to
login - claim an
institutional account for
free.

ESRI StoryMaps

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/ Make interactive
StoryMaps for projects
and communication.

Open Data Impact Map https://opendataimpactmap.o Impact of open data in
different territories.
rg/
Articles
Ben has been chosen by the Royal Geographical Society as one of their geography
superheroes. Read more about him here:
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/geography-superheroes/
https://www.rgs.org/geography/geovisualisation/the-human-planet/
You can also listen to a podcast of Ben talking about his methods and the importance of
geographical thinking here, created by the Geographical Association:
https://www.podbean.com/ew/pb-8d248-10cc0f1
Further Reading
For more on Ben’s maps, and a great deal more, check out this book, which features
Ben and his mapping:
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