0001: Who am I?

This unit explores (y)our identity / nationality and how it is constructed - what does
it mean to be a digital citizen?
We are all data from the moment we are born. We add one to
the population of our local area and the country in which we are
born.
On a particular day, several years ago, you emerged into the
world, and took your first breath beyond the womb, closely
followed by your second. It’s possible you were aided for a while
by technology, tubes and computers; watched over by medical
personnel who monitored vital signs, and gave you a first
medical intervention. You were cleaned and fed your first meal
and started to explore your new world before being taken out of
the hospital and back to your first home.
While you were in the hospital you would have been wearing a
bracelet such as the one shown here on your wrist, or ankle, to
ensure that your identity is clear and you don’t end up being
taken home by the wrong set of parents.
Within a few weeks of being born, your birth would have been
registered.

From that moment, entries started to go onto databases, entries which increased in
number as you got older and accessed further services, with further databases still to
come as you learn to drive, buy a property, insure a pet etc.

Key term definition: database.

What is your identity and citizenship?
We could perhaps start with our nationality and then narrow down by scale to how
students’ individual identities are constructed e.g. from a certain region or city.
Key term definition: citizenship

Activity 1

Create a paper bracelet like the one shown above with your basic information and a QR
code. Use a thin strip of paper which fits around your wrist.
Scanning the QR code should connect through to a page of information which you
need to create online about the different open data which you can identify as being
linked to your existence and the databases on which you believe your data is likely to
be stored. What sort of data do you think is stored about you?
QR codes can be made using http://qrstuff.com
Some ideas for example databases that you will be likely to appear on would include
the following:

National database - date of birth
Healthcare - medical information and previous treatments
Education - school enrolment data
Police - crime database - hopefully empty
Home office - passport
Transport - driving licence
One recent addition to this will be a COVID-19
vaccination card or app that you may need to
install or keep with you in order to prove that
you are free to travel once you get vaccinated.
The idea of a ‘vaccine passport’ is controversial
for some people, although it may become
required.
Extension
Which other databases are you likely to appear
on as you get older, secure employment and
begin to access further services and make other
purchases?
How will this list grow longer as you get older and closer to retirement age?
Activity 2

The data that is collected about you begins to define how you are viewed by
organisations e.g. your credit score will grow as you make purchases, and pay back
loans on time.
How would you describe your identity currently? At what scale does this work? How
might this change as you move through your life?
National
Regional e.g. Flemish rather than Dutch
County / Administrative area e.g. Londoner
Town / City e.g. Venetian
Ethnic group
Religion
Cultural group
Generation Z
Something else?
Perhaps you also identify with a particular sports team for example, or have a
particular interest in a musical act or a particular ‘lifestyle’. There will also be the
matter of your sexuality and the gender you identify as. All of these may be fluid, and
change over time.

How does data held about you because of your activity, movements and purchases help
reinforce this identity? How might it lead to misconceptions about the things that were
of interest to you, or be used to target advertising by sites such as Facebook to your
social media accounts?
Patterns in data will be developed and built up, and trigger decisions made by
algorithms, which will determine what data you can view by default. We return to
these in future units.
Key term definition: algorithm

Tools List
Tool to use

URL / location

How would you use it?

How they watch you https://howthey.watch/you/

Art project exploring open data
and links with citizenship and
privacy. Follow through and
answer the questions to reveal
the story.

QRStuff

https://www.qrstuff.com/

To create a QR code linking to
your suggestions for open data

EU Open Data
Portal

https://data.europa.eu/en

Introduce students to this
portal

DataFrance

http://map.datafrance.info/po
pulation

Open data map of France with
layers of data on a range of
topics. Also have smaller scale
data for cities e.g. Paris.

https://opendata.paris.fr/page
s/home/
Geo.Be

https://www.geo.be/home

Geoportal for Belgian
institutions.

Articles
How secure are COVID-19 vaccination passport apps?
https://theconversation.com/vaccination-passport-apps-could-help-society-reopen-fir
st-they-have-to-be-secure-private-and-trusted-157219

Pericoloso mettere sui social il Qr-Code del green pass, l’allarme del Garante Privacy Intervento di Guido Scorza - AgendaDigitale:
https://www.garanteprivacy.it/home/docweb/-/docweb-display/docweb/9673513
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/19/magazine/shopping-habits.html?pagewanted=
all&_r=1
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